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1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT DAN MORGAN STORY WASHINGTON POST 
FEB 5 UNDER HEADLINE "US DENIES WORSENING OF BRITISH TIES": 

QTE: THE STATE DEPARTMENT STRONGLY DENIED YESTERDAY THAT 
RELATIONS WITH BRITAIN HAVE TAKEN A TURN FOR THE WORSE AND 
DECLARED THAT "WE ARE WORKING WITH BRITAIN ACROSS THE 
BOARD." 

QTE: THE STRONG STATEMENT WAS ISSUED BY STATE DEPARTMENT 
SPOKESMAN GEORGE VEST, IN RESPONSE TO AN ARTICLE IN 
YESTERDAY S ISSUES OF THE WASHINGTON POST THAT LISTED A 
NUMBER OF ISSUES ON WHICH BRITISH AND AMERICAN POLICY 
MAKERS WERE AT ODDS. 

QTE: VEST DESCRIBED BOTH THE /THRUST" OF THE ARTICLE, AS 
WELL AS SEVERAL SPECIFIC POINTS, AS /INACCURATE.” 
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QTE: US GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS CONFIRMED YESTERDAY THAT 
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DIFFERENCES BETWEEN WASHINGTON AND LONDON STILL EXIST IN 
A NUMBER OF AREAS. HOWEVER, THEY STRESSED THAT SECRETARY 
OF STATE HENRY A. KISSINGER AND OTHER TOP POLICY MAKERS 
HADADOPTED A "NEW DIPLOMATIC STYLE” WHICH INCLUDES 
AVOIDING PUBLIC CRITICISM, SHOWING UNDERSTANDING FOR EACH 
OTHER S POSITIONS AND COOPERATING MORE BROADLY. 

QTE: THE STATE DEPARTMENT SPECIFICALLY DENIED TWO POINTS 
IN THE POST'S STORY. ONE WAS THAT AT ONE POINT IN 1973, 
KISSINGER HAD ORDERED A "REVIEW" OF THE LONG-STANDING 
ANGLO-AMERICAN EXCHANGE OF INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION. THE 
OTHER WAS THAT IN THE FIRST WEEK OF THE MIDDLE EAST WAR, 
KISSINGER CANCELED A BRITISH-APPROVED PLAN TO USE A 
BASE ON ENGLISH SOIL FOR FLIGHTS OVER THE WAR ZONE BY THE 
SR-71 RECONNAISSANCE AIRCRAFT, THE MORE SOPHISTICATED 
SUCCESSOR TO THE CAMERA-EQUIPPED U-2 SPY PLANE. 

QTE: WHEN ASKED WHAT ASPECT OF THE SR-71 INCIDENT WAS 
BEING DENIED, VEST SAID: "I CAN'T BE MORE SPECIFIC ON 
INTELLIGENCE MATTERS." 

QTE: THE POST'S SOURCES YESTERDAY STOOD BY THEIR 
VERSION OF THE TWO INCIDENTS, WHICH HAD BEEN CITED AS 
IMPORTANT FACTORS IN STRAINS THAT AROSE IN 1973 BETWEEN 
THE TWO COUNTRIES. 

QTE: ONE SOURCE SAID THAT KISSINGER HAD DECIDED AGAINST 
THE USE OF THE BRITISH BASE WHEN "DETAILS OF DENIABILITY" 
WERE BEING WORKED OUT. THE SOURCES SAID THAT PRIME 
MINISTER EDWARD HEATH HAD APPROVED THE PLAN, PROVIDED 
THAT BRITISH KNOWLEDGE OF IT WOULD BE DENIED IF THE 
RECONNAISSANCE MISSIONS CAME TO LIGHT AND IMPLICATED THE 
LONDON GOVERNMENT. AT THE TIME, THE HEATH GOVERNMENT 
WAS TRYING TO MAINTAIN ITS RELATIONS WITH THE ARAB NATIONS. 

QTE: THESE CONDITIONS WERE SAID TO HAVE BEEN UNACCEPT- 
ABLE IN WASHINGTON AND THE PLAN WAS CALLED OFF. 

QTE: AT A PRESS BRIEFING YESTERDAY, VEST DREW A SHARP 
DISTINCTION BETWEEN WASHINGTON'S PRESENT RELATIONS WITH 
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BRITAIN AND THOSE THAT EXISTED LAST FALL. 

QTE: US OFFICIALS NOTED YESTERDAY THAT THE UNITED STATES 
HAD BEEN IN TOUCH WITH BOTH BRITAIN AND FRANCE IN EGYPT, 
DURING THE POSTWAR PERIOD WHEN KISSINGER WAS INVOLVED 
IN "SHUTTLE DIPLOMACY" TO ACHIEVE A WITHDRAWAL OF ISRAELI 
AND EGYPTIAN TROOPS. 
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QTE: VEST SAID THAT SINCE A NATO MINISTERIAL MEETING IN 
BRUSSELS IN DECEMBER, DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS HAVE IMPROVED. 

QTE: THE POST STORY SPOKE OF "WIDER DIFFERENCES” BETWEEN 
THE TWO COUNTRIES. VEST SAID THAT "IT IS NOT ACCURATE TO 
DESCRIBE OUR RELATIONS IN THAT SENSE." 

QTE: REGARDING ANGLO-AMERICAN DIFFERENCES IN MULTILATERAL 
NEGOTIATIONS NOW UNDER WAY WITH THE SOVIET UNION AND ITS 
ALLIES IN GENEVA AND VIENNA, VEST SAID: "THE FACT THAT WE 
HAVE DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES DOESN'T MEAN THAT WE HAD 
DIFFICULTY WORKING TOGETHER AS A HARMONIOUS TEAM." 

2. DECLASSIFY REFTEL. KISSINGER 
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